








THE EALING COUNCIL RECOGNISES THE 
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE ONCE AGAIN
At its full Council meeting on December 14th, 2010, Ealing
Council reaffirmed once again by an absolute majority its
acknowledgement and recognition “of the events of 1915
perpetrated against the Armenians as constituting genocide”.  
The reaffirmation was important because while Ealing
Council had first acknowledged the Armenian genocide
back in 1988 largely at the time through CAIA’s efforts, (see
Armenian Voice No. 4) many of the current Ealing
Councillors and/or staff such as the Chief Executive were
not aware of this. 
CAIA congratulates the members of the Ealing Council for
their just and fair vote in favour of this resolution, and in
particular hard work and effort made behind the scene by
Cllr Ara Iskanderian as well as the lobbying efforts of var-
ious Armenian organisations and individuals, in particu-
lar the Armenian Church & Community Council who last
year planted a tree in Ealing to honour of those martyred
during the Armenian Genocide. 
On 27th January 2011, during the annual Holocaust
Memorial Day when Ealing Council annual plants a tree, the
Leader of the Council, Julian Bell, during the ceremony
recalled the genocide of the Armenians among the other
atrocities during the commemoration of the liberation of
Aushwitz.

k  k  k
On 30th November 2010, after a long illness, David

Ivimey Miller O.B.E -  first British Ambassador to Armenia
and a good friend of the Armenian people -  passed away
and, following his Funeral Service, held on Friday 10th
December in the Parish Church of St Nicholas , he was cre-
mated and his ashes committed to his final resting place
on Monday 13th December 2010.
A special memorial service (Hokehangist) took place on 9th
January 2011 at St Yeghiche Armenian church in Kensington
on the occasion of 40th day of his death organised by the
Armenian Community & Church Council of GB.

k  k  k
Ana Atanesyan is an Armenian/Russian/British inde-
pendent film producer. She was a student at Westminster
University back in 2000-03 Studying BA (Hons) Business –
Finance. After, she studied Msc in Banking and
International Finance at City University (Cass Business
School),  Ana worked as Head of Finance in a Health Club,
which she quit to pursue her career as an independent
film producer on a feature film, along with her boyfriend
(now husband, Sam Holland), who is a writer and direc-
tor. They made their first feature film called ZEBRA
CROSSING. Its a low budget British thriller/drama,
which was completely self-financed without any industry
backing, and it took since 2006 for it to finally be released!
The film has won numerous awards , such as British
Independent Film Award, please see the link:
http://bifa.org.uk/winners/2008, Audience award at
Raindance Film Festival and many others around the world
(please see website: www.crown-films.com). 

ZEBRA CROSSING has now been picked up for a UK
Distribution by Exile Media Group. 
ZEBRA CROSSING main homepage is on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/ZebraCrossingFilm?ref=ts.

k  k  k
The Lemkin Trust – to be launched in the spring of 2011 – is
planned to be the first organisation set up to focus prima-
rily on ending state supported denial of genocides and
crimes against humanity.  Within many regions of the
world governments directly or indirectly support the den-
igration and denial of genocides and mass atrocities.
Raphael Lemkin was a Polish lawyer of Jewish descent.
Repulsed by the destruction and targeting of civilians dur-
ing the two World Wars and the period in between, he
coined the term Genocide, and actively lobbied the United
Nations and its member states to adopt the Genocide
Convention, which it did in December 9, 1948. For further
information please contact Hratche Koundarjian
Founding Coordinator at hratche@lemkintrust.org or visit
www.lemkintrust.org

k  k  k
Through the lobbying of the Armenian Legal Initiative
Group UK, 98 year old Astrid Aghajanian, the last survivor
of the Armenian Genocide in the UK,  is featured in one of
the Holocaust Memorial; Day Trust's Untold Stories in their
2011 commemorations. Click on
http://www.hmd.org.uk/resources/films/untold-stories-astrid-
aghajanian  to witness how well a dignified lady tells of her
first-hand childhood experiences with simple words and
gestures.
This is a breakthrough for a national organisation that has
till now consistently refused to feature the Armenians.

k  k  k
Dr. Vahan Hovhanessian Primate of the Armenian
Apostolic Church for UK,  Wales, Ireland and Scotland
will celebrate Armenian Mass for the first time  on the 30th
April at St. David's Cathedral, Pembrokeshire. 
The celebration of mass on the 30th April in the Cathedral
of Wales's Patron  Saint with the rites of the Armenian
Apostolic Church will be a historic first  that will attract
pilgrims from within and outside of Wales In addition
Easter this year on the 24th April coincides with the offi-
cial day  for the remembrance of the Armenian Genocide
of 1915.
Finally the 24th April 2011 will be the 10th anniversary of
the recognition  of the Armenian Genocide by the leaders
of all four parties in the National  Assembly  of Wales and by
all major Churches of  Wales (Church in Wales,  Non-
Conformist Churches and the Roman Catholic Church)  n

The Aghktamar Armenian Dance Group performed at the
Dance Around the World festival at Cecil Sharp House on
October 24th, 2010.

COMMUNITY
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October 2010 saw the first anniversary of the reintroduction
of Armenian Studies at the School of Oriental and African
Studies (SOAS) at the University of London. Funded by the
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, the course has already attract-
ed great interest. It offers courses in Armenian culture and
history as well as Western Armenian Language. The latter is
a particularly welcome development, as Western Armenian
is considered an endangered language by UNESCO.
To mark this happy occasion, that coincided with a major cel-
ebration in the Armenian calendar – Tarkmantchats or the
Feast of Translators, widely regarded as a feast of language
and literature – Dr Krikor Moskofian of the Armenian
Studies programme at SOAS organised a series of cultural
events that ran over a period of 3 weekends.
Opening the first weekend was a fascinating talk by Ara
Sarafian, the Director of the Gomidas Institute in London. His
lecture was entitled Armenian Serfs (Khafirs) in the Sassoun
Region of the Ottoman Empire: A Critical Interpretation Based on
New Archival Evidence. The paper made a critical evaluation of
the notion of serfdom in the Moush-Sassoon region based on
the detailed reports of Krikoris Vartabed to the Armenian
Patriarchate of Constantinople in 1872. The lecture, and sub-
sequent discussion, chaired by Dr Igor Dorfmann-Lazarev,
provided valuable insights into the experience of Armenian
peasant life in historic western Armenia.
The highlight of the second weekend was the Keynote
Speech of the entire programme by the Dean of Faculty of
Languages and Cultures at SOAS, Professor Anne Pauwels.
In her talk, Keeping a Language Alive in a Global Diaspora:
Challenges and Initiatives for Armenian in the World, Professor
Pauwels examined the challenges that languages like
Armenian faced in a world where globalisation, displace-
ment and migration are the norm. She highlighted the signif-
icant linguistic challenges for migrants, refugees and others,
not only in terms of learning new languages but also in main-
taining their pre-migration language. Professor Pauwels con-
cluded with an outline of strategies and initiatives that could
assist communities in keeping their languages alive and
therefore maintaining their languages in a transnational con-
text. This very informative talk was peppered with examples
of the speaker’s own work among migrant communities in
Australia. There was a lively discussion afterwards, chaired
by Professor Ian Brown, SOAS. 
The second weekend also saw a lecture, the only one in
Armenian, by Dr Zaven Yegavian, director of the Armenian
Communities Department of the Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation. Dr Yegavian presented an overview of Armenian
education in Armenian diasporan schools. After offering a
survey of the history of the Armenian school system in the
diaspora he highlighted the difficulties and challenges that
such institutions faced. The meeting was chaired by Dr
Krikor Moskofian.
The final weekend incorporated two very interesting events.
The first was a lecture by Dr Tim Greenwood, Lecturer of
Medieval History at the University of St Andrews in Scotland
on Three Late Antique Armenian Silver Crosses. This fascinating

lecture introduced, and discussed in great detail, a newly dis-
covered silver cross which bears a long Armenian inscription.
The cross was assessed in the context of other late antique sil-
verware from Asia Minor, specifically 2 other late antique sil-
ver crosses. Dr Greenwood considered the potential contri-
butions that these discoveries could make to our knowledge
of Armenian art history, history and identity in late Antiquity.
The meeting was chaired by Dr Sossie Kasbarian, SOAS.
The final event of the celebrations was a film screening of a
documentary on probably the greatest Armenian writer of
the early 20th century, the Constantinopolitan feminist and
activist, Zabel Yesayian. The film, directed by Talin Suciyan
and Lara Aharonian, examines the later years of Yesayian’s
life, following her emigration to Soviet Armenia and her dis-
appearance during Stalin’s purges. It also highlights how lit-
tle this giant of Armenian literature is known today in the
Armenian Republic. In a characteristic scene from the film a
woman in Yerevan asks ‘Who is this Zabel Yesayian?’ on dis-
covering that the street she lives on had been renamed after
the author. The event ended with a discussion between Dr
Victoria Rowe, a leading expert on late 19th and early 20th
century Armenian women’s writing, and Suciyan, an
Istanbul-Armenian journalist.
One of the lasting outcomes of the series of events also saw
the launch by Dr Moskofian of the Society of Western Armenian
Speakers. Meeting once a month the society encourages mem-
bers of the community to converse in Western Armenian with
language students at SOAS in a friendly, relaxed and infor-
mal environment. People of all ages and with different levels
of language ability are welcome provided they speak, or try
to, in Western Armenian. 
To find out more please contact  Dr Krikor Moskofian at
SOAS or by email: moskofiank@yahoo.co.uk n

Vazken Khatchig Davidian

CAIA WELCOMES SPECIAL GUESTS

CAIA staff and volunteers welcomed some special guests
to Hayashen on 28th October 2010 who were in London for
the reintroduction of Armenian Studies at the School of
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS).

Pictured Left to Right: Tigran Yegavian (Deputy editor of
France Arménie periodical), Misak Ohanian (CAIA CEO),
Zaven Yegavian (Head of the Armenian Department,
Gulbenkian Foundation, Lisbon) and Krikor Moskofian
(Armenian Studies, SOAS) 

CELEBRATIONS OF THE RE-INTRODUCTION OF ARMENIAN STUDIES AT SOAS 
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Hrant Dink, the editor-in-chief of the bilingual Turkish-
Armenian newspaper Agos, was assassinated in Istanbul
on January 19, 2007 by a radical Turkish nationalist. Hrant
Dink was one of Turkey's most prominent Armenian voic-
es and, despite threats on his life, refused to remain silent
on matters of concern to the community. Hrant Dink
emphasized the need for democratization in Turkey and
focused on the issues of free speech, minority and civic
rights. 
The European Court of Human Rights ruled in September
2010 that Turkey failed to protect the life of journalist
Hrant Dink, who was murdered in 2007.
Turkish authorities were warned that ultra-nationalists
were plotting to kill Dink, but failed to act, it said.
Dink, had been prosecuted for allegedly denigrating
"Turkishness".
The European court ordered Turkey to pay Dink's family
105,000 euros (£88,000) in compensation.
"The court took the view that the Turkish security forces could
reasonably be considered to have been aware of the intense hos-
tility towards Hrant Dink in nationalist circles," the ruling
said.
"None of the three authorities informed of the planned assassina-
tion and its imminent realisation had taken action to prevent it."
In its ruling on Tuesday, the European Court of Human
Rights also found that Turkey had failed to protect Dink's
freedom of speech.

k  k  k
Armenian NGOs “Society without violence” and “Women’s
Rights Center” called on the citizens to be involved in the
tragic story of a 20-year-old Zaruhi Petrosyan who was
killed by her husband and mother-in-law in October 2010
in the town of Masis in Armenia. Currently Zaruhi
Petrosyan’s husband Yanis Sarkisov is under arrest.  It is
claimed that such cases are common in Armenian society
and indifference allows such cases be continued and
repeated.

k  k  k
Armenia in October 2010 launched the world’s longest
cable car line, a 5.7-kilometer (3.5-mile) engineering feat
that spans a spectacular gorge to the country’s ancient
Tatev monastery.
Armenian President Serzh Sarkisian, Nagorno-Karabakh
leader Bako Sahakian, the supreme head of the Armenian
Apostolic Church, Catholicos Karekin II, government offi-
cials and other high-ranking guests attended a ceremony
launching a 5.7-kilometer-long tramway, named “The
Wings of Tatev.”
President Sarkisian, Catholicos Karekin II, other ministers
were the first to take a ride along the aerial tramway con-
necting the village of Halidzor in Armenia’s Syunik
province with the ninth-century monastery of Tatev, one of
the country’s most important religious centers and a major
tourist attraction.
The new tramway will function throughout the year and
will allow visitors to bypass a grueling 90-minute drive in
and out of the rocky Vorotan River Gorge.

k  k  k
Haybook Armenian Ebooks (http://haybook.wordpress.com) is
pleased to announce the creation of a new Facebook page
for all Armenians who love both the Armenian culture and
the Internet. You are most welcome to join now the group
"HayBook ArmenianEbooks" on Facebook. Haybook also has
enlarged its digital library and is happy to present new
Ebooks.

k  k  k
A new report issued in October by the San Francisco-based
Global Heritage Fund (GHF) has warned that the ruins of
Ani are on the verge of vanishing because of mismanage-
ment and neglect. Located in Turkey’s Kars province, the
ruins belonged to the medieval city of Ani, once the capi-
tal of an Armenian kingdom. The report identifies nearly

200 heritage sites in developing nations as being at risk,
highlighting 12 in particular as being on the verge of
irreparable loss and destruction. Three sites in the Middle
East -- Iraq’s Nineveh, Palestine’s Hisham’s Palace, and
Turkey’s Ani -- are among those most in danger. The
ruined city of Ani, on the border of Turkey and Armenia,
dates back to the 11th century.
The ruins came into spotlight in September 2010 when
Turkish nationalists performed Muslim prayers there in
response to a service which the Turkish government per-
mitted to go ahead in an Armenian church in eastern
Turkey. The prayers came less than two weeks after the
service on Van’s Akdamar Island in a church that had been
closed for services since the 1915 incidents during the
World War I. n

INTRODUCTION TO ARMENIAN HISTORY, 
CULTURE & IDENTITY 
The CAIA thanks to a small grant from Ealing Adult
Education Department is organising the above titled course
in English to meet the demand from families and young
Armenians born or growing up in this country as well as
those connected to them to appreciate more about
Armenian history, culture and identity.
This course is designed by way of introduction to increase
knowledge of Armenian history, culture, identity and dis-
persion and to enable any adult or young person to under-
stand better about where, why and how they have arrived
in UK  and the challenges facing Armenians. Anyone
attending all 6 presentation will receive a certificate.
The Course details are: 
• Sunday 20 February, 2011, Armenian Genealogy and
Armenians of India & Far East - Liz Chater 
• Sunday 27 February, 2011, Socio-economic and Political
Developments in Armenia From 1991-Present – Dr Armine
Ishkanian (LSE)
• Sunday 6 March, 2011, The Formation of the Modern
Armenian Nation -    Cllr. Ara Iskenderian
• Sunday 13 March, 2011, Ten Important Events in the
History of the  Armenian Church - Dr. Vahan Hovhanessian 
• Sunday 20 March, 2011, Armenian Architecture – Steven
Sim
• Sunday 27 March, 2011,   Zabelle Boyajian's, Life and work
of an artist, poet, translator and an activist - Prof.K.I.Pilikian

Time: 2.00-4.00pm(Light lunch/refreshments1.30-2.00pm)

Please  let us know in advance if you are attending.

BENEFITS ADVICE SURGERIES
Benefits Advice Surgeries organised in partnership with
the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) at Hayashen
now take place once a month by appointment in advance 

Wednesday 6th April 2011, 10.30 am - 1.00 pm
Wednesday 11th May 2011, 10.30 am - 1.00 pm
Wednesday 1st June 2011, 10.30 am - 1.00 pm
Wednesday 6th July 2011, 10.30 am - 1.00 pm
Wednesday 3rd August 2011, 10.30 am - 1.00 pm
Wednesday 7th September  2011, 10.30 am - 1.00 pm
Wednesday 5th October  2011, 10.30 am - 1.00 pm
Wednesday 2nd November 2011, 10.30 am - 1.00 pm
Wednesday 7th December 2011, 10.30 am - 1.00 pm

Contact Hrachik Sarian at CAIA on 020 8992 4621 to book
appointment in advance and provide language support.

NEWS IN BRIEF FROM DIASPORA & ARMENIA

FORTHCOMING EVENTS AT HAYASHEN
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6 Londra 13 A¤ustos 2010 Cuma

�
ürkiye’de her ne kadar s›k
s›k soyk›r›m iddialar› ile
gündeme gelselerde, Erme-
niler her zaman dostumuz
ve kültür kardeflimiz olarak

hayat›m›zda yer ald› ve yer almaya
devam edecek, özellikle bu durumu
bozmak isteyenlere inat...

Ancak iki ülke aras›ndaki en afl›lmaz
gibi görünen sorun ‘soyk›r›m’ iddi-
alar›; Ermenistan, 1915 yaflanan
olaylar› Türkiye’nin ‘soyk›r›m’ ola-
rak kabul etmesini istiyor. Baflta
ABD ve Fransa’da bulunan yurtd›-
fl›ndaki Ermeniler (diaspora) bu ko-
nuda aktif bir tutum izliyor ve ulus-
lararas› bask›yla Türkiye’yi buna
zorluyor. Türkiye ise soyk›r›m› tan›-
m›yor.

Yak›n tarihe kadar Sovyetler Birli-
¤i’ne ba¤l› bir Cumhuriyet olan Er-
menistan, 1991 y›l›nda ba¤›ms›zl›¤›-
n› ilan etti ve o günden beri Erme-
nistan Cumhuriyeti olarak ba¤›ms›z
bir ülke konumunu ald›.  Baflkenti
Erivan olan ülkenin nüfusu yaklafl›k
3.5 milyon %98’i Ermenilerin olufl-
turdu¤u ülkede az say›da Yezidi ve
Ruslar da yafl›yor.

Ermenilerin Milattan Önce 405 y›-
l›nda kullanmaya bafllad›klar› ve 38
harften oluflan kendilerine has özel
bir alfabeleri ve dilleri var.  

Ermenistan 4. yüzy›lda Hiristiyanl›k
dinini kabul eden ilk ülke olarak bi-
linmekte. Halk çok dindar olma-
makla beraber, Hiristiyanl›¤›n gerek-
leri do¤rultusunda hayatlar›n› de-
vam ettiriyorlar.  

18’in üzerinde ülkeye da¤›lm›fl bir
millet
18 yy‘da ‹ngiltere’ye göç etmeye bafl-
layan Ermeniler’in ‹ngiltere’ye ger-
çeklefltirdikleri en genifl çaptaki göç-
leri  2. Dünya savafl› s›ras›nda olmufl.
‹ngiltere’de Londra, Manchester, Li-
verpool, Glasgow, Birmingham ve
Edinburgh’a yerleflmifl olan Ermeni
nüfusunun % 90’› Londra’da yafl›-
yor. ‹ngiltere’nin en eski göçmen

topluluklar› aras›nda say›lan Erme-
niler’in ülkedeki nüfusu 20,000 do-
lay›nda.

Ermeniler’in bu ülkedeki ilk ifl alan-
lar›n›n tekstil oldu¤u san›l›yor. 19
yy’da Manchester’da tüccarl›k yapa-
rak ya da  küçük üretici ve peraken-
deci olarak çal›flmaya bafllayan Er-
meni göçmenler, 1870 y›l›nda ‹ngil-
tere’de ki ilk Ermeni Kilisesi’ni aç›-
yorlar.

18’in üzerinde ülkeye da¤›lm›fl olan
Ermenilerin özellikle yo¤un olarak
yaflad›klar› ülkeler; Rusya, Fransa,
USA, Gürcistan, Suriye, Lübnan, Ar-

jentina, Avustralya, Kanada, Yuna-
nistan, ‹srail, Polonya, Ukrayna,
K›br›s, Irak, ‹ran, Hindistan, M›s›r,
Filistin, Türkiye. 40,000 ile 50,000
aras›nda Ermeni nüfusu ‹stanbul ve
yak›n çevresinde yafl›yor. 

‹ngiltere’ye ilk göç eden Ermeni top-
luluklar› ise Lübnan, Suriye, Irak,
‹ran ve K›br›s’tan gelmifl. 

Canan Ç›nar
canan@turkishtimes.co.uk

Canan
Ç›nar ile 

Dünya Kenti
Londra

‹ngiltere’de ki göç serüvenleri
uzun y›llar öncesine dayanan Er-
menistanl› göçmenler, di¤er etnik
kökenden topluluklara nazaran
ülkeye uyum sa¤lam›fl durumda.
Ancak her ne kadar d›flar›dan ba-
k›ld›¤›nda rahat bir topluluk ola-
rak görülse de, son befl y›l içinde
Ermenistan’dan maddi sorunlar
nedeni ile ‹ngiltere’ye göç  eden
aileler ister istemez kendi dillerin-
de hizmet veren toplum merkezle-
rine ihtiyaç duymaktalar. Bu mer-
kezlerden birisi de Ermeni Top-
lum Merkezi. Olanaklar› dahilinde
y›lda üç say› gazete yay›mlayan
kurulufl, Ermeni göçmenlere her
alanda yard›m ve destek veriyor. 

Kuruluflun Genel Müdürü ve Ar-
menian Newspaper’›n Editörü
Misak Ohanian ile Ermeni göç-
menler hakk›nda küçük bir söylefli
yaparak, topluluk hakk›nda genel
bir bilgi almak istedim. 1986 y›l›n-
da hizmet vermeye bafllayan Er-
meni Toplum Merkezi, ‹ngilte-
re’de hizmet veren en eski kurulufl
olarak kabul ediliyor.

‘Ermeni göçmen toplulu¤un sek-

senli y›llarda yo¤un olarak yaflad›-
¤› problemler bu tür bir organi-
zasyonun do¤mas›na neden oldu
ve 1986 y›l›ndan beri çal›flmala-
r›m›za devam ediyoruz. Da-
n›flmanl›k hizmeti d›fl›nda,
topluma her alanda yard›mc›
olmaya çal›fl›yoruz. ‹fl, e¤i-
tim, sisteme al›flmalar› ve
dil sorunlar›n›n do¤urmufl
oldu¤u problemleri hafiflet-
meye çal›fl›yoruz. 

Ayr›ca kitapl›k, oyun alanlar›m›z
ve parti alanlar›m›z var. Çeflitli
toplant›lar ve kutlamalar düzenle-
yerek toplulu¤un burada bir araya
gelip vakit geçirmesini sa¤l›yoruz.
‹flsiz olan arkadafllar›m›za gerekli
staj ortam›n› sa¤layarak, ifl hayat›-
na at›lmalar› için alt yap› haz›rl›-
yoruz. A¤›rl›kl› olarak gerçekten

yard›ma ihtiyac› olan kifliler ile il-
gileniyoruz. Ermenistan’da yard›-
ma ihtiyac› olan çocuklar›m›za yö-
nelik çal›flmalar›m›zda mevcut. 

Ayr›ca 1987 y›l›ndan beri y›lda üç
kez yay›mlad›¤›m›z Armanian
Voice adl› gazetemiz var. Gazeteyi
2000 eve göndererek toplumu son
geliflmelerden ve etkinliklerden
haberdar ediyoruz. Bizim d›fl›m›z-
da Ermeni göçmen toplumuna yö-
nelik y›lda üç kez yay›m yapan iki
gazette daha var ve yaklafl›k 12 ta-
ne toplum kuruluflumuz mevcut. 

Ermeni göçmenlerin uzun y›llar-
d›r bu ülkede yafl›yor olmas› çeflitli
ifllere da¤›lmalar›n› sa¤lad› ve her
alanda çal›flmalar›n› sürdürmekte-
ler. Özellikle Türkiyeli toplum ile
(Türkler, Kürtler, K›br›sl›lar) or-
taklafla bir çok aktivite yap›yoruz
ve bu konularda birbirimize des-
tek veriyoruz.’

Misak Ohanian
Ermeni Toplum Merkezi  Genel Müdürü
ve Armenian Voice Newspaper Editörü

Misak Ohanian Ermeni Toplum 
Merkezi  Genel Müdürü ve Armenian
Voice Newspaper Editörü

Tarih boyunca
yaflanan savafllar›n ve

k›y›mlar›n farkl›
ülkelere sürdü¤ü
kültür kardeflimiz

Ermeniler ile
Türkiye’de oldu¤u
gibi Londra’da da

komfluluk ve dostluk
iliflkilerimizi

sürdürürken yak›n
dostlar›m›z› kültür

sayfam›zda da
a¤›rlamak istedim. 

Her y›l Ermeni Toplum Merkezi ö¤rencileri için düzenlenen yaz flenli¤i aileleri bir araya getiriyor. 

‘Soyk›r›m’ tart›flmalar›n›n gölgesinde: ‹ng
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BOOK REVIEWS
"MEMORIES OF THE PAST" 
by SERGE MOMJIAN 
ISBN: 9781849630047 priced at £7.99
On July 15 London-based Austin & Macauley Publishers
released 190-page Memories of the Past by Serge Momjian.
The book centers on the life of Vartan Apelian who is only
two when he loses his parents in the first large-scale mas-
sacres of the twentieth century.  It is not until his mid-teens
that Vartan realises the tragedy of the past. He emigrates to
the States in the 1930's and then talks to the survivors of a
homeland that no longer exists.  The compelling eyewit-
ness accounts of the atrocities haunt him. He traces his
Armenian roots during his historical research and scrupu-
lously typifies his people's strengths and weaknesses.
What changes Vartan's whole life completely is the day
when he discovers, to his amazement, that his mother,
now a forgotten old woman converted to Islam, has sur-
vived the massacres.  The book's author Serge Momjian
was born in Beirut. He came to London as a young man,
began to study journalism, then attended a degree course
in fiction writing.  Since then he has worked as a feature
writer and book reviewer for various publications includ-
ing Beirut's Daily Star, the Middle East's leading English
language newspaper, and London's Events news maga-
zine.  Passionately interested in the arts, he has also con-
tributed articles to periodicals.  He is the author of
Conflicting Motives (1994), The Invisible Line (2000), and The
Singer of the Opera (2004), all three novels published in
London.  During his literary career Momjian's writings
showed real originality and have brought him praise and
a reputation. Memories of the Past is his first historical
novel and his greatest work.  

AGHTAMAR: A JEWEL OF MEDIEVAL
ARMENIAN ARCHITECTURE
ISBN 9781903656990 (UK and USA), and ISBN
9789756158166 (Turkey).
168 pages, including 68 colour photographs plus
illustrations. 
This beautiful work, which includes illustrations and pho-
tographs, was originally written by Stepan Mnatsakanian,
who examined the Church of the Holy Cross and its sculp-
tural reliefs within the context of medieval Armenian
architecture. Mnatsakanian's work has been combined
with invaluable architectural drawings of the church from
Edizioni Ares (Milano), as well as recent photographs by
Kadir Çitak.
This publication introduces Armenian scholarship on
medieval Armenian art and architecture to Turkish audi-
ences. It was compiled by Ara Sarafian and Osman Koker
with a generous grant from AGBU Asbeds (Los Angeles).
"Aghtamar: A Jewel of Medieval Armenian Architecture" was
released at Star 2000 bookstore in Van on 17 September
2010, and at Cezayir Toplanti Salonu in Istanbul on 21
September 2010.
Stepan Mnatsakanian, Aghtamar: A Jewel of Medieval
Armenian Architecture /Ahtamar: Ortaçag Ermeni
Mimarliginin Mucevheri, is a joint publication of the
Gomidas Institute (London) and Birzamanlar Yayincilik
(Istanbul)
For more information please contact info@gomidas.org

SAVING ARMENIANS: "VATICAN 
DIPLOMACY AND THE ARMENIAN 
QUESTION BETWEEN 1918-1922"
The Vatican state was well aware of the Armenian
Genocide in 1915, as Armenian Catholic communities
were destroyed alongside other Armenians. The Vatican's

Apostolic Delegate to Constantinople Mgr. Dolci reported
such developments to Pope Benedict XV, who personally
appealed to the Ottoman government to stop the persecu-
tions. Following the end of WWI, the Vatican tried to help
surviving Armenians by appealing to the Catholic world
for support. Armenian Catholics played an important role
in making these efforts fruitful.
To date, little is known of the Vatican's involvement with
Armenians during World War I and its aftermath. This is
because Vatican archives have been inaccessible to English
speaking scholars. However, the recent translation of
Mario Carolla's excellent book, "Vatican Diplomacy and the
Armenian Question: The Holy See’s Response to the Republic of
Armenia, 1918-1922", presents, for the first time, a detailed
account of the Vatican's involvement with Armenians.
Carolla's work rests on original documents from Vatican
Archives, most of which have never been subject to schol-
arly scrutiny. These documents have been reproduced
alongside his analysis, and the majority of his Italian doc-
uments have been translated into English.
Mario Carolla, "Vatican Diplomacy and the Armenian
Question: The Holy See’s Response to the Republic of Armenia,
1918-1922", translated from Italian by Cynthia Quilici,
London: Gomidas Institute, vi + 368 pp., 2010, GB£24.00 /
US$35.00.  To order, please contact from info@gomidas.org

WHO ARE THE ARMENIANS? 
By Susan Pattie 
with Gagik Stepan–Sarkissian and Maral Kerovpyan. 
Book and CD of music and spoken word

This is a fascinating guide for both children and adults to
learn about the Armenian people. Aimed at children aged
5 – 12, the book brings the 3000-year-old Armenian history
and culture to life through folktales, language, food, reli-
gion, music, dance, art, poetry, sports and games. The book
includes information about the Republic of Armenia and
also explains how Armenians have made homes all over
the world. Who are the Armenians? presents the lives of chil-
dren in Armenia and diaspora countries showing how
they live today. A CD is included with songs, poems, danc-
ing music and spoken words.  
Dr Susan Pattie is a Senior Research Fellow at University
College London (anthropology), teaches for the Syracuse
University London Program and is director of the Armenian
Institute. She was a Visiting Scholar in the Armenian Studies
Program and Anthropology Department at the University of
Michigan where she taught two courses for the autumn
2009 term.   Author of Faith in History:  Armenians
Rebuilding Community (Smithsonian Institution Press) and
numerous other publications, Dr Pattie’s research has
focused on Armenians in diaspora, beginning with field-
work in Cyprus.
For further info contact info@armenianinstitute.org.uk or call
020 7978 9104. Copies available also at CAIA.
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(www.autoryan.co.uk) at the top page and 
(15% discount with this voucher) 

the bottom of the page.

Beauty Clinic
NARA’S

B
NARA’S

Beauty Cl
NARA’S

linic

CONDOLENCES
Vartan Hovanessian born in Tabriz on the 8th
February 1922 - died on the 9.10.2010 in his sleep
at home. He is survived by his wife Harriet & five
children (Selina, Emma, Rodney, Ben & Jamie) &
his 2 grand daughters.

His cremation took place on the 21st October 2010
at South West Middlesex Crematorium.

Condolences to his family and all those who knew
and loved him.
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C
MAKE YOUR GIFT MORE VALUABLE WITH ‘GIFT AID’
The Gift Aid Scheme enables the Centre for Armenian Information and Advice (CAIA) to reclaim tax on any
gift made, whatever the size. A £10 donation means £12 to us, at no cost to you. As a donor or member, you
will be helping CAIA continue the work described in Armenian Voice.
We invite you to support CAIA by completing and returning the form below to us.
Thank you very much.

YES, I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT CAIA’S WORK

I wish to become a member of CAIA and enclose £                as my membership subscription for the year.
The minimum annual subscription is £10 for individuals and £15 for married couples.(Please GIFT AID)
Members receive the Annual Review, invitations to CAIA’s AGM as well as regular e-mails on events, etc.
I enclose a donation: Please accept this donation towards the work of CAIA.

£250 £100 £50 £25 £10 Other (please specify)   £
I wish to make a regular donation by Banker’s Order (see Section B below)
I would like to leave a legacy to CAIA: Please send me the relevant form.

Tick appropriate boxes above
Please make cheques out to ‘Centre for Armenian Information and Advice’.  Thank you.

Fill in the ‘Gift Aid’ form below (Section C) for CAIA to reclaim the tax back on your donation.
By completing this form, all donations you make will automatically be covered.

GIFT AID

I wish to make a gift to the Centre for Armenian Information and Advice under the Gift Aid Scheme.

Title Forename(s) Surname
Address Post code
E-mail address Telephone

I am a United Kingdom tax payer, resident in the United Kingdom for tax purposes, and will advise CAIA
if the situation changes.  I would like CAIA to reclaim the tax on all donations/membership fees I have made
since 6 April 2000 and on all donations/membership fees I make in future (unless I notify to the contrary).

Signature Date

Please return completed form with your donation to:  CAIA, 105A Mill Hill Road, Acton, London W3 8JF
CAIA is a registered charity, 1088534.

BANKER’S ORDER

To the Manager (Bank / Building Society name and address)
Post code

Until further notice, please pay the Centre for Armenian Information and Advice £               annually and debit 
my account: Name Number Branch sort code
Date of first payment
Name of donor Contact telephone number

Signature Date

CAIA bank account 71116037;  HSBC branch sort code 40-02-13

A

B

C
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